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WMUR - Andy Hershberger 

Lawyers making argument that defendant’s testimony opens door to previously excluded testimony.

Tina Anderson returning to witness stand out of presence of jury to establish foundation for testimony about Willis' character, including statements that he offered to punch her in the stomach when she was pregnant or take her to a state where abortions were legal.

Anderson says Willis offered to take her to another state where abortions were legal and offered to punch her in the stomach in an effort to end pregnancy.

Defense questioning Anderson about her memory surrounding time she told Willis she was pregnant.

Anderson testifying that she doesn't remember telling people close to her about Willis offering to get her an abortion.

Judge Lawrence Smuckler to allow questioning of Willis about whether he offered to get her an abortion or punch her in the stomach to end pregnancy. Willis expected to go back on stand after short break.

-------------------------------------

Cross examination continues with Willis on stand.

Willis testifies that he never offered to take Anderson out of state for an abortion and never offered to punch her in the stomach in an effort to end pregnancy. 

Willis is off the stand. Defense rests. State to call Anderson as rebuttal witness.

Anderson back on stand.

Anderson tearfully testifies that Willis offered to pay for an abortion in another state and he also offered to punch her in the stomach to cause a miscarriage. Anderson also says Willis appeared shocked at the positive result of a home pregnancy test.

Cross exam of Anderson as rebuttal witness.

Defense lawyer Donna Brown points out that when Anderson told same story 15 minuets ago out of presence of jury she was not crying. Now on the stand, in presence of the jury, she is crying and her voice is cracking.

Attorney Brown points out that Anderson can remember few other details around the time she broke the news to Willis that she was pregnant other than he offered to take her for an abortion and punch her in the stomach.

Defense asks court reporter to play back Anderson's testimony from hearing earlier this morning where she testified only before the judge and she was not crying, like she was when she told her story to the jury.

Jury hears previously recorded testimony by Anderson made prior to jury being called into court.

Anderson says she wasn't faking the tears. Both sides rest. Time for lunch.

----------------------------------------

Closing arguments begin. Defense first.

Defense lawyer Donna Brown says alleged victim's story keeps changing.

Defense says a conviction based on sympathy for the victim 'will add another wrong to this case'.

Defense - 'Tina was not forced to have sex.'

Defense says the testimony that makes the most sense is Ernest Willis.

Defense says Tina Anderson looks back and thinks she must have said 'no', but she didn't. Not guilty is the only just verdict.

State closings say Anderson didn't need to get involved with this case 14 years later, but she did.

State says this is about force and frequency.

State says a child was conceived because of the sexual assaults and Willis can't deny everything.

State says Tina Anderson got no help from her family and her church when she became pregnant back in 1997.

State says fear is a reason to keep a secret and Tina Anderson kept her secret out of fear.

State says Anderson came forward so other victims would not be silent.

State says when it comes down to the issues of force and frequency, the two most important issues in this trial, Tina Anderson is believable.

State concludes saying this secret has gone on for too long.

Judge is now instructing jury on matters of law.

Jury retires to deliberate. 3:30PM EDT 05/26/11
